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gedanken daran gewöhnt und hatte es tausendmal wiederholt, dass die 
Franzosen die fremden Sprachen nicht allein nicht verstünden, sondern 
dass sie auch nicht die Fähigkeiten zur Erlernung derselben besässen. 
Die Erfahrung der letzten zwanzig Jahre hat im Gegenteil bewiesen, dass 
sie eine seltene Eignung dafür besitzen. Niemand wird wohl erwarten, 
dass die Schüler, wenn sie das Lyceum verlassen, geläufig deutsch oder 
englisch sprechen. Es ist dies ein nicht zu verwirklichendes Ideal. Aber 
sie sprechen und schreiben die fremde Sprache gut genug, um eine Eeise 
ins Ausland zu wagen. Vor allem verstehen sie dieselbe hinlänglich, um 
durch die Lektüre in direkten Verkehr mit den Schriftstellern und der 
fremden Weltanschauung zu treten und Sympathie für diese zu gewinnen. 



Berichte und Notizen. 



I. The Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Modern Language 
Association at Yale. 



The twenty-fourth annual meeting of the Modern Language Association of 
America was held at Yale University, New Haven, Conn., on the last Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday of the year. The attendance was larger than expected. 
The entertainment of the guests was all that could be desired in the way of com- 
fort, good fellowship and hospitality. The papers were received with an interest 
that often expressed itself in prolonged applause. Important business was trans- 
acted, such as the resolutions adopted on simplified spelling and the formation of 
a Concordance Society, thus concluding one of the most successful and sociable 
sessions in the history of the Association. 

About 135 members of the Association registered at Lampson Hall towards 
the close of the first day's sessions. The number rose to 190 in the evening of the 
28th and with an allowance of 20 to 25 not registered a safe estimate can be 
made of 200 members present, representatire of the East, the Central West and 
the South. 

The assembly having come to Order, was cordially welcomed by President 
Hadley of Yale. In a few well-chosen words he called attention to the trend of 
modern education in the United States, which seemed to indicate that with the 
great majority of students the study of the classical languages was found not so 
much inadequate, perhaps, as inexpedient to supply the elements of thought and 
culture most necessary for coping with the demands of the present. Upon the 
teachers of the modern languages was now placed the bürden of supplying during 
the next ten or twenty years such means and courses of Instruction as would 
combine the purely formal advantages of the classics with the more nearly related 
cultural advantages of the modern languages, a problem difficult and trying, for 
the Solution of which he bade them God speed. President Hadley was said by 
Prof. Todd of Columbia to have had in mind principally the study of the Greek 
language. In an address that the President of the Association delivered Thurs- 
day evening, be expressed' his opinion that the study of Latin was actually in- 
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creasing in favor. Prof. Warren of Yale was less optimistic. In an informal talk 
at the Graduates' Club on Friday evening he cited instances of a steady decliue in 
Greek since 1896 of from 40 to 8.5 and 5 pereent and stated that the same ratio 
would apply for Latin in the next ten years. The German language, he thought, 
was best fitted to deal with the problem. Its classical period, standing on the 
threshold of the 19th Century, was both modern in thought and classic in style 
and might be made to combine those elements of training most desired. 

On the first evening in New Haven the members of the Association were 
invited to hear an address delivered by Prof. Todd on "The Function of the 
Doctor's Degree in the Study of Modern Languages in America," which was 
received with generous applause. A reception to the members of the Association 
and their guests by President and Mrs. Hadley followed in the north gallery of 
the Art School. Immediately after the reception the gentlemen of the Association 
gathered informally at the Graduates* Club. 

The Friday morning's Session was marked by the discussion of Simplified 
Spelling opened by an address of Dr. Charles P. G. Scott on the origins, principles 
and purpose of the Simplified Spelling Board, the result of a movement begun by 
Prof. Maren in 1874. Amended spellings were first adopted by the American 
Philological Society in 1886. The Simplified Spelling Board was formed on Jan. 
12, 1906. The majority of the people, he claimed, were now in favor of simplified 
spelling. 

Prof. Calvin Thomas of Columbia read a set of resolutions, carefully drawn 
and intended to commit the association to nothing more than a general indorse- 
ment of simplified spelling and the action of the Board in publishing the present 
Üst of 300 words. It was moved and carried to take the vote upon the resolu- 
tions by sections. The first two were carried by a large majority. They provided 
for a general expression of sympathy with the program of the Board and advo- 
cated that members show their approval by adopting such changes of spelling as 
they wished to see in general use. The third resolution was hotly contested, 
amended, and finally carried by a vote of 56 to 31. It committed the Association 
to aeeept the present list of 300 words in its official publicationB with the express 
Provision, however, that in the case of monographs the wishes of the author in 
every instance were first to be consulted by the secretary. The meeting was ad- 
journed at 1.40 P. M. for luncheon at Byers* Hall, where the Association had been 
kindly inivted by Yale University. 

A most enjoyable evening was spent on Friday by the members of the Asso- 
ciation at a Smoker in the Bpacious apartments of the Graduates' Club. Old 
friends were welcomed by one another. New ties of friendship and good fellow- 
ship were formed. A member of Yale related the experiences of a Freshman in 
his quest for the Round Table and King Louis XIV. France sent her delegate to 
open wide the doors of her land in hospitality to all Americans. A diBtinguished 
member from Brown acquainted his admiring audience with the secrets of his 
doctorate in Germanics and Philosophy at Marburg, and the Columbia Quintette 
rendered the beautiful German lyric "O Tannenbaum" most feelingly. When on 
Saturday morning Prof. Mott brought a resolution before the house, voieing the 
general feeling of appreciation for the royal entertainment afforded by the Yale 
members of the Association, it was especially amended to include the Directors 
of the Graduates* Club and adopted by a unammous rising vote. 

It was but fitting that the great majority of papers should deal with the 
Knglish language and its literature. Lack of space, however, compels us to con- 
fine ourselves entirely to those in the field of Germanics. 
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Prof. Harris of Western Reserve discussed the financial side of the invasion 
of English Comedians in Germ&ny before the Thirty Years' War. The average 
Company was eomposed of fifteen actors, the average charge of general admission 
was three Kreuzers, the number of representations annually could not have ex- 
ceeded 180. It is not unreasonable to figure the average attendance at 500 and 
the cost of representation at 30 florins. With Fynes Moryson's statistics relating 
to the cost of Irving and travel, computed to average 366 Thalers per annum for 
each actor, with a value of 4 s. 4 d. or $1.10 per Taler, it seems that the ventures 
were measuredly successful and possibly afforded a margin of considerable profit 
to the manager. 

An address in the field of German and Romance literature that easily ranked 
foremost for breadth of view and scholarly attainment was delivered by Prof. 
Camillo von Klenze of Brown Univ. on Herder' s Ideen, Goethe' s Ita- 
lienische Reise and Taine's Voyage en Italie. During the years 
that immediately preceded Goethe's trip in Italy in 1786, he had renewed his 
intimacy with Herder and had thus been encouraged to pursue the same scientific 
habits of thought as those applied to the correlation of history and physical geo- 
graphy in Herder's Ideen. This work and Goethe's Italienische Reise 
are nnique for their Weltanschauung, their interpretation of life. Man is 
conceived as determined in large measure, at least, by his physical surroundings. 
What is missed, however, is a consistent application of this principle to the 
Italian world of art, judged by Goethe at the time in the light of Greek antiquity 
and under the influence of Winckelmann and Mengs. Not until the spirit of 
modern science had been firmly established were absolute Standards of art swept 
away and the attempt made to comprehend artistic phenomena as resultants of 
physical and, primarily, of historical forces. Viewed from this standpoint Taine's 
Voyage en Itali (1866) is the first consistent application of the "deter- 
ministic" method of thought to Italian art and may therefore be considered the 
complement of Goethe's treatment of the physical and historical phenomena in his 
Italienische Reise. 

The paper on Schiller's Dramatic Fragments was not read owing 
to the severe illness of its author, Prof. E. C. Roedder of the University of 
Wisconsin. 

Nietzsche was introduced for a generous discussion, in a paper entitled The 
Superman, by Prof. T. S. Baker of the Jacob Thome Institute. The super - 
man, Shaw's happy rendering of Nietzsche's Übermensch, is a type created 
from ideas borrowed of the German philosopher by a man as unlike him as a 
positive pole is to the neagtive. Nietzsche is thoroughly in earnest in proclaiming 
the inherent justification of strength, synonymous to his idea with the cultivation 
of will. Shaw is usually looked upon as furnishing humorous antics to the crowd. 
The greatness of Nietzsche is to be sought, not in any one System of thought, but 
in the literary value of his works and his powers of stimulating and suggesting. 

Prof. C. E. Glascock of Yale University read a paper on The Use of Con- 
trasts in Sudermann's Plays. Antitheses abound in characters, scene, 
and social classics represented to such an extent as to produce the effect of arti- 
ficiality. This holds for all of Sudermann's plays, Die Ehre, Sodoms 
Ende, Die Heimat, Johannes, Die drei Reiherfedern, with the 
possible exception of Morituri, which was received with little favor by the 
public. The five latest plays were omitted from the discussion, but contrasts 
abound with some diminution. Es lebe das Leben is the only one of marked 
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contrasts and inarked success. This seems to justify Ibsen's theory of technique 
that the characters and the situations in the play must be strongly contrasted. 

Telegrams of congratulation were reeeived from Profs. Scott and Hempl. 
The reports of the Secretary and Treasurer were heard and approved; Prof. 
Palmer reported the vouchers correct. Prof. Sheldon of Harvard Univ. was chosen 
President of the American Dialect Society and Prof. Fife of Middletown, Secretary 
and Treasurer. As a result of the discussion of grammatical nomenclature on 
Friday morning, it was voted that the committee of fifteen (five languages are 
represented) should likewise report on the use of text-books, the expenses to be 
borne by the Association. 

The twenty-fourth annual ineeting in the history of the Association was ad- 
journed by Pres. Todd at 3.45 P. M. on Saturday, the 29th, with fifty-two mem- 
bers present. 

Dartmouth College. E. 0. Eckelmann. 
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Californien. 

Die S t aa t s kon vent ion der 
kalifornischen Lehrer fand in 
der Weihnachtswoche in Fresno statt. 
Da dieses Städtchen etwas abgelegen im 
Innern des Staates liegt, so war die 
Konvention nicht so gut besucht wie im 
vorigen Jahre in Berkeley. Das Wich- 
tigste, was da geleistet wurde, war die 
Besprechung von Veränderungen im 
Schulgesetz, die es ermöglichen sollen, 
die Gehälter der Lehrer zu erhöhen. Das 
Gesetz ist jetzt schon recht liberal, in- 
dem der Staat $550 zum Gehalt eines 
jeden Lehrers an den Elementarschulen 
beisteuert. Die High Schools werden 
erst seit ungefähr vier Jahren vom 
Staate unterstützt; früher mussten sie 
ganz von der Stadt selbst unterhalten 
werden. In der Konvention wurde be- 
schlossen, das Schulgesetz dahin umzu- 
ändern, dass das schulpflichtige Alter 
anstatt von 5 bis 17 auf von 5 bis 20 
ausgedehnt wird, und dass der Staat 
demgemäss beisteuert. Dies würde ein 
Viertel des jetzigen Betrages mehr er- 
geben. 

Der Grundton der Verhandlungen in 
der Konvention war, dass die männ- 
lichen Kräfte das Lehrfach immer mehr 
verlassen, weil das Gehalt zu niedrig 
ist, und dass zum grossen Nachteil der 
Schulkinder das Lehramt fast aus- 
schliesslich vom weiblichen Geschlecht 
ausgefüllt wird. In den Elementarschu- 
len sind nach dem letzten Berichte des 
Staatssuperintendenten 7 T 195 Frauen 
angestellt und nur 887 Männer; von 
letzteren sind die meisten Prinzipale etc. 
In den High Schools sieht es etwas bes- 



ser aus, nämlich 692 Frauen und 445 
Männer, wohl aus dem Grunde, weil 
hier bessere Gehälter bezahlt werden. 
Präsident Wheeler von der Staatsuni- 
versität drückt sich hierüber wie folgt 
aus: "A high school in which anything 
less than a majority of the teachers are 
on the male side, is a wrong to educa- 
tion. We ought not to put boys over 
thirteen years of age under Charge of 
women; they need impressions of viril- 
ity, personal strength, and creative ca- 
pacity that they get from a strong man. 
A boy over thirteen years of age is like- 
ly to lose his respect for the schools if 
they are represented to him exclusively 
and predominately in the person of 
women." Als Resultat dieser Bewegung 
wird überall auf eine Erhöhung der Ge- 
hälter hingewirkt, besonders angesichts 
der Tatsache, dass der Lebensunterhalt 
immer teurer wird, dass die Geschäfte 
überall sehr gut gehen, und dass in den 
meisten Branchen die Maximumlöhne 
gezahlt werden. Ohne Zweifel wird in 
diesem Jahre in dieser Beziehung etwas 
Erpri essliches geleistet werden. Die 
Staatslegislatur ist soeben in Sitzung 
und hat bereits den Bericht eines Spe- 
zialkomitees entgegengenommen, das 
vor zwei Jahren ernannt wurde. Wir 
sind alle gespannt darauf, zu sehen, ob 
in diesen Monaten ein Fortschritt in 
dem kalifornischen Schulsystem zu ver- 
zeichnen sein wird. 

In der Stadt San Jose sind vor 
mehreren Monaten $400,000 zur Er- 
richtung von neuen Schulge- 
bäuden bewilligt worden. Die Archi- 
tekten haben in einem Wettbewerb ihre 



